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ANGELS *
Billy Bland

TEXT: 

“But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine
enemies thy footstool? Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them
who shall be heirs of salvation?” (Hebrews1:13-14).

PURPOSE: That we might be better acquainted with what the Bible teaches about
angels.

INTRODUCTION:

l) There is much supposition regarding angels.

2) Must stay with what the Bible teaches.

(1) “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things
which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the
words of this law” (Deuteronomy 29:29).

(2) All that we know about angels is what has been revealed in God’s
Word.

3) Angel = messenger.

(1) Sometimes the word refers to human messenger, but most of time
does not.

(2) John the Baptist was a messenger but not an angel as we thnk of the
word. “For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy
face, which shall prepare thy way before thee” (Matthew 11:10).

4) The number of angels is great. 

(1) “Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall
presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?” (Matthew 26:53) (about 72,000).

(2) “And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men” (Luke 2:13-14).

(3) “A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand
thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him:
the judgment was set, and the books were opened” (Daniel 7:10). 

5) Questions arise:

 (l) Origin of Angels
 (2) State of angels 
(3) Mission of angels 
(4) Destiny of angels.

I. THE ORIGIN OF ANGELS.
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l) Created of God.

(2) God created all, “Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every
creature: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth,
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers:
all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all
things consist”  (Colossians 1:15-17.)

3) Angels are different from human beings and we do not become angels in
heaven.

(1) Jesus says we become as angels.
(2) “For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage,

but are as the angels of God in heaven” (Matthew 22:30).

II. STATE OR FORM OF ANGELS.

l) Invisible to human eye (unless revealed)

(l) Balaam's donkey. “Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he
saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and
he bowed down his head, and fell flat on his face” (Numbers 22:31).

(2) Elisha against Syrians. “And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray
thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young
man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire
round about Elisha” (2Kings 6:17).

2) “Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory
and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands:” (Hebrews 1:7).

3) Angels appeared to Abraham, “And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo,
three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent
door, and bowed himself toward the ground,” (Genesis 18:2ff).

4) Angels appeared to a man named “Lot,” “And there came two angels to
Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet
them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground;” (Genesis 19:1).

5) Jacob wrestled with man (angel) - later said wrestled with God. “And Jacob
was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day”
(Genesis 32:24 compare Hosea 12:3-4).

III. ATTRIBUTES OF ANGELS.

l) Superhuman in knowledge.

(1) Know things from God, that man doesn't know. “And there appeared
unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And
when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said
unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear
thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.   And thou shalt have joy and gladness;
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and many shall rejoice at his birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and
shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even
from his mother's womb. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord
their God. And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts
of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make
ready a people prepared for the Lord.   And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby
shall I know this? for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.  And the angel
answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and am sent
to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings” (Luke 1:11-19).

(2) “ And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a
city of Galilee, named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came in
unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art
thou among women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in
her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear
not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy
womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and
shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne
of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his
kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be,
seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore
also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And,
behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is
the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be
impossible” (Luke 1:26-37).

(3) “And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother,
and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the
young child to destroy him” (Matthew 2:13).

2) Yet not omniscient (not all-knowing). “Of which salvation the prophets have
enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto
you:   Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did
signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should
follow. Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did
minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the
gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels
desire to look into” (1Peter 1:10-12).

3) Superhuman in power - but not omnipotent (not all powerful).

(l) Smote people with blindness. “And they smote the men that were at the
door of the house with blindness, both small and great: so that they wearied themselves
to find the door” (Genesis 19:11).

(2) Smote with pestilence from Dan to Beersheba 70,000 men died.
(3) “So the LORD sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning even to

the time appointed: and there died of the people from Dan even to Beersheba seventy
thousand men. And when the angel stretched out his hand upon Jerusalem to destroy it,
the LORD repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed the people, It is
enough: stay now thine hand. And the angel of the LORD was by the threshingplace of
Araunah the Jebusite.  And David spake unto the LORD when he saw the angel that
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smote the people, and said, Lo, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly: but these
sheep, what have they done? let thine hand, I pray thee, be against me, and against my
father's house” (2Samuel 24:15-17).

(4) Lord stopped angel - therefore power limited to what the Lord allows.
(5) Assyrian army - An angel smote 185,000, in one night.
(6) “And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the LORD went out,

and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and
when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. So
Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.”
(2Kings 19:35-36).

(7) Angel rolled stone from the sepulcher when Jesus body was laid
(Matthew 28:1).

(8) “Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not
railing accusation against them before the Lord” (2Peter 2:11).

(9) “Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his
commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word” (Psalm 103:20).

4) Superhuman in swiftness. 

(l) “And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and
the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God
for the holy mountain of my God; Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man
Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly,
touched me about the time of the evening oblation. And he informed me, and talked with
me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding.   At
the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to
shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider
the vision” (Daniel 9:20-23).

(2) Yet have to go from place to place (Not omnipresent)

5) Man made little lower than the angels. “For thou hast made him a little lower
than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour” (Psalm 8:5).

III. THE MISSION OF ANGELS.

l) Have done many things.

(l) Ministered to Christ. “Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels
came and ministered unto him” (Matthew 4:11).

(2) Minister to Peter- “And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon [him],
and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up,
saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from [his] hands” (Acts 12:7).

(3) Announced Christ's birth, etc.

2) They will come with Christ when He comes again.

(1) “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:”
(1Thessalonians 4:16).

(2) “And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who
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shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from
the glory of his power;” (2Thessalonians 1:7-9).

(3) “The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out
of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; And shall cast them
into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 13:41-42).

3) Work in God's providence in behalf of man.

(l) “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who
shall be heirs of salvation?” (Hebrews 1:14).

(2) “At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven? And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him
in the midst of them, And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.  Whosoever
therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven. And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me.  But
whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him
that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of
the sea. Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that offences
come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh! Wherefore if thy hand or thy
foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter into
life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting
fire. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to
enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire. 
Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in
heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 
For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost” (Matthew 18:1-11).

(3) (Doesn't teach each child has guardian angel assigned to him)
(4) Concerned for man's salvation. “Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in

the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth” (Luke 15:10).
(5) Carried Lazarus into Abraham's bosom in death. “And it came to pass,

that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man
also died, and was buried;” (Luke 16:22).

3) Stand before the great throne of God and worship Him.

(1) Angels are not to be worshiped by man. 
(2) “Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the

prophecy of this book. And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had
heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me
these things. Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and
of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship
God” (Revelation 22:8-9).

V. DESTINY OF ANGELS.

l) Creatures of choice.

2) Some sinned - perished. 

(1) “For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to
hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;”
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(2Peter 2:4).
(2) “And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own

habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of
the great day” (Jude 6).

3) Good angels, heaven. 

(1) “The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out
of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; And shall cast them
into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear,
let him hear” (Matthew13:41-43).

(2) “And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:  Who
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from
the glory of his power;” (2Thessalonians 1:7-9).

CONCLUSION:

l) Angels are not charged with preaching the gospel. “But we have this treasure
in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us”
(2Corinthians 4:7).

2) Angels do not appear to men today. “God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he
made the worlds;” (Hebrews1:1-2).

3) Angels work behind the scenes.

*This writer has benefitted from Rex Turner, Sr. material on Angels.


