
THE BED IS TOO SHORT & THE COVER IS TOO NARROW

Billy Bland
  
TEXT: 

“For the bed is shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it: and the covering
narrower than that he can wrap himself in it” (Isaiah 28:20).

INTRODUCTION:
  

l) Regarding the text:
  

(l) "Woe" to Ephraim “Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of
Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is a fading flower, which are on the head of the fat
valleys of them that are overcome with wine!” (Isaiah 28:1).

(2) The Lord is going to carry out His will. “Behold, the Lord hath a mighty
and strong one, which as a tempest of hail and a destroying storm, as a flood of mighty
waters overflowing, shall cast down to the earth with the hand” (Isaiah 28:2).

(3) Condemnation to the drunken rulers. “But they also have erred through
wine, and through strong drink are out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred
through strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through
strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment. For all tables are full of vomit
and filthiness, so that there is no place clean” (Isaiah 28:7-8).

(4) They had made a covenant with death that would not stand! “Because
ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at
agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come
unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid
ourselves:” (Isaiah 28:15).

(5) God going to lay the line. “Judgment also will I lay to the line, and
righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies,
and the waters shall overflow the hiding place” (Isaiah 28:17).

(6) Their covenant with death would be disannulled and their agreement
with sheol  would not stand. “And your covenant with death shall be disannulled,
and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall
pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it” (Isaiah 28:18).

(7) Their bed was too short & their cover too narrow “For the bed is
shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it: and the covering narrower than
that he can wrap himself in it” (Isaiah 28:20).

  
  2) Such a condition is would be extremely uncomfortable! (cramped & cold!!)
  
   3) Others bed same condition.
  
  I. THE JEWS OF CHRIST DAY
  

l) “He came unto his own, and his own received him not” ( John 1:11).
  

2) They made a covenant with death and an agreement with sheol. 
  

3) Crucified Christ. Sealed tomb, etc.
  

4) Yet Christ resurrected.



(1) “In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of
the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. And, behold,
there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and
came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was
like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: And for fear of him the keepers did shake,
and became as dead men. And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not
ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as
he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay” (Matthew 28:1-6).

(2) “And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit
of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:” (Romans 1:4).

(3) “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are kept by the
power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time”
(1Peter 1:3-5).

(4) “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are kept by the
power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time”
(1Peter 1:3-5).

(5) “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath
made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36).

5) Their bed was too short & cover to narrow.

6) Jerusalem was destroyed 70 A.D.
  

II. ATHEISM
  

l) Says "there is no God".

(1) Evolution, mere chance, no design.
(2) No divine standard of morality, etc.

  
 
2) Bible:

(1) “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt,
they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good” (Psalm 14:1).

(2)” The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.
There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. Their line is gone out
through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a
tabernacle for the sun, Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and
rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. His going forth is from the end of the heaven,
and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. The
law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure,
making wise the simple. The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the LORD is
clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than
honey and the honeycomb” (Psalm 19:1-10).



(3) “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth” 
(Genesis 1:1) read Genesis 1:1-31.
  

3) Atheism’s bed is too short & cover is too narrow.
  

III. RELIGIOUS ERRORS
  

l) "Faith only"
  

(l) A misuse of following verse: “For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

(2) “And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?
And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy
house” (Acts 16:30-31).

(3) Faith blest of God is active, obedient faith.
(4) “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,

by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it
he being dead yet speaketh” (Hebrews 11:4) also read rest of chapter 11 in Hebrews.

(5) “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith
only” (James 2:24).
  

2) "Any Church"
  

(l) Christ built His church. 
(2) “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will

build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18).
(3) His bride: “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the

church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy
and without blemish. So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He
that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but
nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: For we are members
of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a man leave his
father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one
flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church”

(Ephesians 5:25-32); no polygamist.
(4) Its savior: “For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is

the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body” (Ephesians 5:23).
  

3) "Any mode of baptism"
  

(l) Sprinkling, pouring, etc.
(2) Bible: “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus

Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:3-4).

(3) “Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through
the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead” (Colossians 2:12).

(4) “And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of
great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her
treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, Was returning, and sitting in his
chariot read Esaias the prophet. Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join



thyself to this chariot. And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet
Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? And he said, How can I,
except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and
sit with him. The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep
to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth:
In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation?
for his life is taken from the earth. And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray
thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? Then
Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him
Jesus. And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch
said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou
believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they
went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And
when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that
the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing” (Acts 8:27-39).
  

4) "Baptism not essential"
  

(l) Bible: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:16).

(2) “Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full
of joy with thy countenance” (Acts 2:28).

(3) Have you been scripturally baptized?
(4) “ And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having

passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, He
said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto
him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. And he said
unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism.
Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the
people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ
Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus”
(Acts 19:1-5).

IV. NOMINAL CHRISTIANITY
  

l) Those who are Christian in name only.
  

2) Such "serve" Christ when convenient. (No true conviction)
  

3) Attend when convenient, live right when convenient, etc.
  

4) Need to be converted. 

(1) “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in
me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth
it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which I have
spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are
the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit:
for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch,
and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my



disciples. As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. If
ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's
commandments, and abide in his love” (John 15:1-10).

(2) “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me” (Matthew 16:24).
  

5) A nominal Christian will find that the bed is too short & the cover is too narrow.
  
  CONCLUSION:
  

1) God provide a sure foundation for us. “Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD,
Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a
sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste” (Isaiah 28:16).
  

2) Why not get out of the bed that is too short & has cover that is too narrow.
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30).
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