THE CHRISTIAN GRACES

Billy Bland
TEXT:

“Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like
precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:
Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus
our Lord, According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto
life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye
might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust. And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to
virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to
patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness
charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither
be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh
these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged
from his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling
and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance shall
be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ” (2Peter 1:1-11).

Purpose: To encourage us in our Christian growth.
Introduction:
[) It is important that we become a "Christian".

2) “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:” (Ephesians 1:3).

3) It is likewise important that we grow.

() Life is a process of growth

(2) Also with Christian life.

(3) “Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and
envies, and all evil speakings, As nhewborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word,
that ye may grow thereby:” (1Peter 2:1-2).

4) Hebrew Christians had failed to grow.

1) “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen” (2Peter 3:18).

(2) “For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one
teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become
such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is
unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to
them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised
to discern both good and evil” (Hebrews 5:12-14).

5) The importance of adding these Christian graces is seen in verses 8-11.



. PARTAKERS OF THE DIVINE NATURE. Verse 4

[) They were Christians.

(I) Escaped corruption. Verse 4

(2) Their sins had been forgiven. “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38).

(3) Later, Peter warns them about going back into pollutions of the world.

(4) “For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and
overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning” (2Peter 2:20).

2) They (we) are to now live a holy life. “But as he which hath called you is holy,
so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for | am
holy” (1Peter 1:15-16).

Il. WE ARE TO ADD THE GRACES.

", o«

[) God has given us "all things"; “According as his divine power hath given unto
us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath
called us to glory and virtue:” (2Peter 1:3).

2) But that doesn't mean there is nothing for us to do. “And beside this, giving all
diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;” (2Peter 1:5);
(all diligence).

3) Faith serves as a foundation for the others. “But without faith it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6).

4) Virtue: Courage, moral excellence.

(1) “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong”
(1Corinthians 16:13).
(2) Examples:. Daniel, Moses, Jesus.

5) Knowledge:

(1) “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free”
(John 8:32).

(2) “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you:” (Matthew 7:7).

(3) “Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they
might be saved. For | bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according
to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to
establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the
righteousness of God” (Romans 10:1-3).

(4) “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen” (2Peter 3:18).

6) Temperance: self control:



(1) “And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things.
Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. | therefore so run,
not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But | keep under my body,
and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when | have preached to others, |
myself should be a castaway” (1Corinthians 9:25-27).

(2) Sensual, temper, tongue.

7) Patience: Endurance, bear under:

(1) “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution”
(2Timothy 3:12).

(2) “For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet
the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we
look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the
things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal”
(2Corinthians 4:16-18).

8) Godliness: Respect, reverence for God:
(1) Pious life.
(2) “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,
Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world;” (Titus 2:11-12).

9) Brotherly kindness: Verse 7

(I) Love for brethren. “And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, |
pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we
be brethren” (Genesis 13:8).

(2) “If a man say, | love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he
that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not
seen?” (1John 4:20).

(3) “Let brotherly love continue” (Hebrews 13:1). (No distinction).

10) Love:

() Al mankind, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16).

(2) Enemies, “Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But | say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use
you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven:
for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just
and on the unjust” (Matthew 5:43-45).

(3) Love explained, “Though | speak with the tongues of men and of
angels, and have not charity, | am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And
though | have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge;
and though | have all faith, so that | could remove mountains, and have not charity, | am
nothing. And though | bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though | give my body
to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity suffereth long, and is
kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave
itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth



not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all
things, endureth all things. Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they
shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it
shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is
perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. When | was a child, |
spake as a child, | understood as a child, | thought as a child: but when | became a
man, | put away childish things. For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face
to face: now | know in part; but then shall | know even as also | am known. And now
abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity”
(1Corinthians 13:1-13).

CONCLUSION:
[) Again importance of these matters is seen in text. (Verses 8-11)
2) God - thru Peter - shows us what is meant by Christian growth.

3) May each of us give all diligence to these matters.
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